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Replacement paragraph for page 4, lines 17-30: 

In a preferred embodiment, the affinity tag bind, to an afflnity matrix through the intermediate of 
a fusion protein comprising a polypeptide binding specifically to the affinity tag and a polypepnde 
binding specifically to the affinity matrix. The affinity tag may comprise at least one MS2 or R17 coat 
protein recognition sit. and the polw»ptide binding specificaUy to the affinity tag is an MS2 or R17 coat 
protein or portion the«of sufficient for binding to the MS2 or R17 coa, protein recogniuon s..e, 
respectively. The polypeptide binding specifically to the affinity matrix may be select«i flom 4e group 
consisting of a maltose binding protein; a 6x His peptide (SEOmMJOai; glutathione S transfemse; or 
portion thereof sufficient to bind specifically to an affinity matrix. In one embodiment, the polypept.de 
binding specifically to the affinity matrix is a maltose binding protein or porfion thereof sufHctent to 
bind to amylose, the affinity matrix is an amylose matrix, and the ribonucleoproteta complex rs eluted 
6om the amylose matrix with maltose or a maltose analog. The method may comprise contacting the 
RNA affinity substrate mth the fiasion protein, such that the fusion protein binds specifically to the 
affinity tag, prior to contacting the RNA affinity substrate with the protein mixture. 

Replacement paragraph for page 1 9, lines 23-31 : 
TAATACGACTCACTATAGGGAGACCGGCAGATCAGCTrGGCCCK:GTCCATCT^^^^ 

TCTAGGATCTGATATCATCGATGAATTCGAGCTCGGTACCCCGTTCGTCCT^^^ 

TTCCGCATCGCTGTCTGCGAGGGCCAGCTGTTGGGGTGAGTACTCCCTCTCAAAAGC 

GGGCATGACTTCTGCCCTCGAGTrArrAACCCTCACTAAAGGCAGTAGTCAAGGGTT 

TCCTTGAAGCTrTCGTGCTGACCCTGTCCCTTTTITITCCACAGCTGCAGGTC^^^ 

TGAGGACAAACTCTTCGCGGTCTITCCAGTACTCrrGGATCCGATATCCGTAC^^^^ 

TCAGGGTACGAGCTAGCCCATGGCGTACACCATCAGGGTACGACTAGTAGATCTCGT 

ACACCATCAGGGTACGGAATTCTCTAGAGTCGAGTTCTATAGTGTCACCTAAAT 

(SEQIDN0:[9] n). 
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